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She stood in the center of the sunlight-filled 
HOSPITAL ROOM, SMILING AT HIM, HER' EYES FILLED WITH 
TEARS. SHE WAS A THING OF RAOIANT BEAUTY, A VENUS 
IN MODERN DRESS. SOMEWHE E,DEL INSIDE HIM, A 
MEMORY STIA R ED, ALMOST CAM E TO LIFE,THEN FADED 
AGAIN. SHE WAS FART OF IT, ALL RIGHT. . . PART OF THE 
PAST HE COULDN'T REMEMBER. HE STARED AT HER 
THROUGH THE NARROW SLITS IN THE BANDAGES THAT 
SWATH EO HIS FACE. AS THE DOCTOR CLOSED THE DOOR 


She crossed the room to his bed,took his hand 
IN HEKS,PRESSED HER SOFT RED UPS AGAINST THEM.. 


* MARRIED/* THEM 

YOUR HUSBAND... 


I'M GLORIA SWEET. 
GLORIA ANDERS'iK. 
WERE IN LOVE. TRY TO 
REMEMBER.' TOU*RE 
ROBERT SICKLES. WE 
MET SIX MONTHS AGO 
ONLY IT WAS SO r—• 
IMPOSSIBLE I I 
, WAS MARRIEOyf?^', 


YOU'LL REMEMBER, DARLING. 
I'LL MAKE YOU REMEMBER. 

THE DOCTOR SAYS IT'S 
TEMPORARY AMNESIA . VS 
THAT YOU CAN COME OUT j| ] 

OF IT... ANYTIME. . PA 


/ WHO. .WHO ARE 

YOU? YOU LOOK 
FAMILIAR.. .AND 

YET ^ 


' YES, MY HUSBAND WAS CHARLES 

)ANDE S. HE WAS THE ONE WHO y" 
DIED IN THE ACCIDENT . THE F* 
ACCIDENT THAT CAUSED YOUR 
AMNESIA, we KILLED HIM, 

YOU AND I WE MUR- \ 


t J KILLED 

HIM'? I. 

I DON'T 
REMEMBER. 
MY FACE 
IT WAS 

BURNED, 

THEY SAID. 


■OB.. . . . _ , 

DERED CHARLES SO THAT WE 
COULD HAVE HIS INSURANCE.. 

SO THAT WE COULD BE TOBE7NEH.. 





























She stroked his hair softly, 


She looked at him hungrily 

AND HE KNEW THAT HE‘0 LOVED 
THIS WOMAN. HIS HEART TOLD HI 


CRADLINS HIS HEAD aO^INST HER 


SOMETHING WENT ) HOBERT 

MNONC, DEAREST, SICKLES. 

■ UT THEY SAY YOU'LL j I I JUST 
EE ALL R/QHT. I «AVeK CAN'T 
THEM PICTURES. THEY I SEMEN 
RECONSTRUCTED YOUR 1 SEN. M 
FACE WITH ELASTIC BM mgM 
k SO* EHYEf^Yf^ ■■ 


NELL, MR SICKLES. 
READY FOR THE - . 

( UNVEIUN V4s 


READY, 

DOC. > 


IN A LITTLE WHILE, 
THEY'RE SOIN<> TO 
REMOVE your BAND- 
ACES. THEN, YOU'RE 
OOMIN« HOME... W 
r WITH ME. -vpi j 


He STARED AT HIMSELF IN THE LITTLE HAND MIRROR 
OLORIA'D FISHEO from HER SAG. THE D0CT03 HELD 
UP AN ASSORTMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHS ■. . _ 


A MIRROR* 
GIVE ME A 
MIRROR' ^ 


\ OH, DOCTOR 'IT'S ] 

} PERFECT.' PERFECT / J~ 
YOU CAN HARDLY TELL 
HE'D BEEN IN AN ACCIDENT 


I CAN SEE, DOCTOR, C 

YOU DID A FINE JOB. 
IT'S JUST THAT 
WELL., IT'S UKE J 
SEEING YOUR ] 

FACE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. ) 


CARE TOCHECK „ 
AGAINST THESE, 

MR. SICKLES? MRS 
ANDERS SUPPLIED 
US WITH THEM. jS 


FREE 
(to GO 
NOW, 
DOCTOR? 




































IS HE SAT BESIDE HIM ASHE GUIDED 

|THE new caw put df the city .. 


MR. ANDERS, THE MAN , 
WHO DIED IN THE ACCI¬ 
DENT, WAS A VERT CLOSE 
FRIEND OF YOURS, MR. 
SICKLE. HIS WIDOW, 
MRS. ANDERS,HAS BE V 
MOST RIND. SHE IS VER 
CONCERNED ABOUT TOU. 
tou're VERY LUCKY/ 


URE IT, HONEY? its) m. TRY. 

NEW. IT'S ALL YOUKSAmst tell 
CHARLES'S INSURANCE )ME WHERE 
MONEY PAID FOR IT.-C TD CO... j- 
DD TOU THINK YOU n^~) 

r CAN DRIVE IT? Vf JfV/n_^ 



I’D ...LIRE TO TALK 
ABOUT IT, GLORIA. IT'S 
tMRQRTANT. i've *OT 
TO KNOW' I’VE GOT 
„ TO REMEMtEH. ^ 


YOU AND CHARLES BELONGED TO THE 
SAME CLUB, you WERE VERY 700D FRIENDS. 
ABOUT SIR MONTHS AtO, CHARLES BROUGHT 
YOU HOME... ramD INNER... _____ 


'It was the first time wpd MET we fellin' 

LOVE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. CHARLES NEVER KNEW. 
he WAS COMPLETELY FOOLED. WE SAW EACH ontig 
OFTEN AFTER THAT ...EVERY CHANCE WE COULD. 

ONE DAY, WHEN CHARLES WAS OUT OF TOWN , I CALLED J 
YOU ... ASKED YOU TO COME TO THE HOULE ■'^ 


NONSENSE/ i've thought 
IT ALL DUT. NOW HERES 
/HAT YOU DD. MAKE SOME 
EXCUSE TO HAVE HIM DRIVE 
YOU OUT TO THE CLUB NEXT 
WEEK. TELL HIM YOUR CAR IS 
B HEINS REPAIRE D. l| | M. f l 


l MURDER NIM, GLORIA? 

[but WE'D BE GAUSNTf J 


' THI1 IS CHARY, GLORIA. K NO ONE will SEE 

WHAT IF SOMEONE SHOULD ) YOU, AND CHARLES I* 
-T SEE ME HERE? to SOUT OF TOWN. WELL, 

>'■ - ro. ivl DON'T JUST STAND 

A KISS ME -m 







































LITTLE WARY, BUT 


‘ THEN, WHEN YOU GET TO THE ‘ 

TURN IN THE HOAD GY toe 
DEER RAVINE... make h i m STOP. 
KNOCK him UNCONSCIOUS. SET 
> OUT... rush the car OVER INTO 
THE RAVINE... aho THEN, TO 
DESTROY ANY EVIDENCE, SET . 
gr EIRE TO THE CAR. - %W -^- -y 


CHARLES CARRIES A HU BE ( j.) 

INSURANCE POLICY, WITH f I J 
DOURLE INDEMNITY. WE'LLJ oofTT j 
, RE killing TWO BIRDS / UNOWA 
•Him ONE STONE. WE'LL/rLORIaJ 
■e RID OF HIM .. AND .. rf7/rtf 
J WE'LL SE ^ 


DARLING...IT COULD BE [EASY 

uke this ALWAYS.. 

NOT JUST THESE FEW M 
STOLEN MOMENTS. 
say yoju do rr / arntM 


Gloria shrugged / 

THAT'S tTf YOU TOOK OVER FROM THEREf THE 
FOLLOWIN'. WEEK,YOU CALLED..MUX. THE APPOINT¬ 
MENT... MO CHARLES LEFT TO f~~ T - 

DRIVE YOU OUT. THAT'S ALL I , 

KNEW UNTI L X HEARD AROUT ] . 

THE WRECK AND LEARNED THAT I ~ 

you were in it, roof 


THAT'S IT, GLORIA * I REMEMBER 

SOMETHIWlf I REMEMBER THE BAS * 
m TANK EXPLODING' 


Gloria ouidcd him to a justice of the peace. 


you know; gloria .when i FIRST[ bob, darling. rr was 

SAW YOU THIS morning, I KNEW J WORTH IT... ALL OF 
X'O LOVED YOU BACK THEN . J IT... JUST FOR THIS 
RACK IN MY PAST I LOVE YOU f DAY OF ECSTASY... LET 

- -IQ7 NOW .^^^k y w m J ALONE ALL OF THE 

f rflwul ' 1 mL TEARS...AHEdD..r~\ i 


I RENTED THIS PLACE SO 
WE'O BE ALONE ANO YOU'O 
HAVE PEACE AND QUIET. 








































NlGHT SETTLED AROUND THE CARIN. HE LAV AWAKE, 
LISTENING TO HE.: OOIET •NEATMNC, INHALING HE3 SOFT 

PERFUME... f ~-- 

I.. X CAN'T REMEMOER ANY <W TIC INCIDENTS SHE 
TOLD ME, EXCEPT FOR THAT EXPLOSION. SOT.. . 
WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?/ I LOVE HER. I 
KNOW THAT/ WHAT WE'VE DONE IS WRONG, J 
SOT WHAT CAN I DO f IF X ^ AYE MYSELF UR * 
| TO THE POLICE, SHE'D BE punished TOO/ 


I need A CIGARET TE. T HAT'S 

axr WHAT X NEED M 


r BOBBY* / 
THAT YOU* 
ARE TOU ALL 
.RtBHTf ^ 


} OOOFF ., 


TnE CLAWS SHOT DOWNWARD, GRIP PING GLORIA'S THIN 
WHITE NECK, CUTTING OFF HER SHRILL SCREAM... 
CUTTING OFF HER AIR... CUTTING OFF NER LIFE .. ■ 


BOBBY/ X 


I'M. ALL RIGHT. 
ROW . . GLORIA/ 



























f' . As IF I was THE AUDIENCE AT a SLAY. I S. 

CHARLES, COMINO HOME FROM A SUSINESS TRIP 
UNEXPECTEDLY- LETT!NO HIMSELF INTO HIS HOUSE 
HEARINS . ' 


\ ) IT WAS JUST LIKE 
SEEING A MOVIE f 
I STRUCK MY HEAD 
AND IT FLASHED 
fEFORE MY EYES. I 
^^saw IT ALLA 


WHEN YOU GET TO THE TURN IN THE 
ROAD • r THE DEE,• RAVINE „ make ( 
HIM STOR *.knock HIM UNCONSCIOUS _ 
VET OUT... PUSH THE CAR OVER INTO 
Mf THE RAVINE. W „ ' 1 


DARLING... IT COULD / 
■E LIKE THIS ALWAYS L. V 
NOT JUST THESE FEW 
STOLEN MOMENTS. _ 
SAY YOU'LL DOJTf ■ 


CHARLIE? THISISJ 
SO3 SICKLES. SAY, 
COULD YOU DO ME A 
> FAVOR, CHARLIE? 


CHARLES CARRIES A MUSE 

INSURANCE ROL/CY with 
OOUttLE INDEMNITY. WE'LL 
3E KILLING TWO 3IRDS WITH 
. ONE STONE. < 


YOU'RE-YOU'RE 
7TORR/NC, CHARLES* 
WHAT'S WR0N9T 


SURRR/SED. SOI? I KNEW 
YOU WOULD IE, -HE HAVEN'T 
REACHED THE TURN, YET, 
HAVE WET RET OUT /this 
I if IS A TUHf 


IT'S REAL SWELL OF YOU TO DO 
THIS ON such SHORT NOTICE, L 
CHARUE, SUT I MUST SET MY 
CLUBS. I'VE GOT AN IMPORTANT 
SAME TOMORROW AT MY 

CLIENT'S COURSE ... Jl 




































[ AND WON'T SHE 3E 

i SH,.i /USED WHEN I 
1 SHOW UP, INSTEAD OF 
YOU, AFTER THE 
INSURANCE COM- 
RANY HAS RAID OFF. 


ALL HEN 
IDEA, 
CHARLIE? 
REALLY' 


I OVERHEARD YOUR plans 
to KILL ME, ROi... YOURS and 
my LOVIN' WIFE'S, well, I 
AM GOING TO DIE . SHE'LL 
THINK f ONLY IT WILL BE YOU. 
WITH MY IDENTIFICATION 


) WHAT IS THIS, 

I CHARLIE? 

WHAT'S THE 
' IDEA ? 


I WATCHED THEM EXCHANGE CLOTHES AND IDENTI¬ 
FICATION. THEN 1 SAW CHARLES LIFT THE GUN 
MUZZLE AND (RING IT D OWN ON flOS'3 HEAD 1 


f Oh, DON'T WORRY, 
f sol. SHE WON'T 
[ LIVE LONS EITHER. 
f AND AFTER X KILL 1 
i HER, X'M GOING TO i 
[ 6/YE MYSELF U, - 1 
{ TO THE POLICE, j 


Saw the car go over aro over with BOB'S BODY 
MRS IDE DRESSED in CHARLES'S CLOTHES.m* CHARLES, 
. IDENTIFICATION... Mh ' J ’.m, 
























I SAW CHARLES SCURRY 


i TOWARD THE SMASHED CAR WATCHED HIM STRIKE A 
MATCH ‘_&r r , |/f/—— ~a7T~ 


He sat with his HEAD BOWED under the brilliant 

OVERHEAD LIBHT THEY STOOD AROUND HIM,-JACK IN 
THE SHAOOWS-THE DETECTIVES THE DOCTOR... 


r ****** 


I SAW IT ALL. IN THAT FLASH, 
WHEN I STRUCK MY HEAD, 

AND MY MEMORY ,- 

■ RETURNED... T—— 


YES. WHAT 3LDR/A DIDN'T KNOW, 
AND WHAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW, AND 
WHAT l DIDN'T KNDW. UNTIL I 
r 3TRUCK MY READ .WAS ^ 


...BOB S/DKLES D/ED IN TNAT 

BURN/N3 CAR. r KILLED 
HIM. 1 ' 


. AND SINCE YOU FOUND BOB 
SICKLES’ IDENTIFICATION DN MY 
BURNED BODY, YOU NATURALLY 
TrtotitNT J WAS BOB SICKLES. 
WHEN YOU GOHYACYED MY WIFE 
SHE 0HDUOHT H/S PNOYOORAPNS 
AND TNE DOC GAVE ME H/S FADE.’ 
BUT I THINK, AS I WAS K/LL/NO 
NER, GLORIA REALIZED I WAS 
REALLY HER HUSBAND, 
i DHARLES ANDERS' t— 


' SINCE YOU FOUND MY 
IDENTIFICATION ON MS BDDY, 
YDU NATURALLY thdugnt it 
'mgr WAS ME. AND . 


























A LAST FAINT WHISF OF SMOKE CURLED UPWARD FROM THE BLACKENED AHD CHARRED CROSS THAT STILL STOOD 
GROTESQUELY UPON THE SINGED LAWH AS THEY BROUGHT THE BODY OUT. OLD DOC FALK,THE COROHER WHO HAD 
DRIVEN OVER FROM THE COUNTY SEAT TO SIGN THE DEATH CERTIFICATE.WATCHED AS THE DRAPED STRETCHER 
MOVED THROUGH THE DARING SILENT CROWD TO THE MORGUE WAGON HE SHOOK HIS HEAD. HE LOOKED UP AT 



YOU WANTED HIM TO MOVE AWAY 
SID? WHY? 1 
TWO WERE SUCH 
SHUCKS,WHEN I WAS APPOINTED 
CORONER AND MOVED OVER TO THE 
COUNTY 



The MORGUE WAGON MESHED GEA iS AND ROARED OFF 
THE CROWD BEGAN TO IrtEAK UP DOC FALK STUDIED THE 






























swear* it's BAC^/ OH* WELL 

VERY BAD, HENRY. ( WHAT'S 
' WE'VE GOT TO TALK "^M-WRONG 4 
HIM OUT Of ACCEPT- f WITH 
/MS \Tf HE'S HAD AN ( THAT* 
OFFER FROM A NEQROJ^^^- ^ 

-7 family. 


That nisht, i went next door to 

• EE HENRY. I TOLO H IM THE N EWS' 
'"DID YOU HEAR ADOuffWHY THAT'S 
JED MART/M, Henry?\ SWELL f j 
he’s had an OFFER /he's 6 EEn"H 
TO BUY HIS PLACE ( ANXIOUS 
TO SELL. 


THAT'S NISHT. anoYwecan't 
HE'« CONSIDENINSJ LET THAT 
IT, TOO f THEY HAPPEN, a 

OFFERED HIM A ELLA. WE 

ROOD PRICE, 1 just CAN'T 


didn’t you know that I'M 

FART NEGRO, *10? 


'WHAT'S WRONQf WELL, FOh. 

. CRYIN' OUT LOUD, HEN KY/ { 
IF a NEStW FAMILY moves 
INTO THE NEIGHBORHOOD, R 
there'll je OTHERS fol¬ 
lowing, ANO PRETTY SOON. . 


< THE REAL ESTATE^ 
VALUES WILL DROP TO 
NOTH!NS AND AND.. ^ 
, HUHf DID YOU SAY 1 
THERE ARE OTHERS? J 


■ UT.THERE ^ 
ARE OTHE.1S, 
v SID? > 


rx'u NOT CLOWNING, SID? . 
MY BRAND MOTHER / 
WAS a NEAR Of SO you 1 
SEE, I'M PARTNEQRO. , 


f YOU YOU... AW, QUIT > 
[ THE CL OWN/Nj, he NRY/ 
I'M SERIOUST IF WE XI 
y LET A NEGRO FAIMLY. J 


'WHY. WHY DIDN'T YOU EVER 
TELL ME? I MEAN,I S 
Jr NEVER. X. . 


I didn't TELL yoiT 
BECAUSE I DIDN’T 1 
THINK rr was IMPOR¬ 
TANT, sjof 

































'Then i got angr y, do 

III NOT"XING TO LET THAT 
I HAPPEN, ELLA. I PUT A LOT OF 
\ MONEY an o WORE ANO SWEAT I 



* I WEN T TO SEE JEO MARTIN __ 

. f THErT'SA "rUWOrIl I OiD GET AN OFFk 


'With jed taken care of, z started brooding 
ABOUT HENRY WILLIAMS, MY PART-NEGRO NEXT DOOR 
NEIGHBOR...' 

*H«r‘a^»l THINKING ABOUT THE W/ll/A*^'S^\ 
/ELLA. I'M THINKING ABOUT US LIVING 
NEXT TO A FA WHY WITH NEMO 1LOOD. 

r 1 u Tuiuriun Asm IT uiveiF iT'n »F 


WRONB, . 




























ETWEEN HENrtVS HOPERTY 


I GOT NOTHIN' TO 
SAY TO YOU, HENRYf 


SIO, I'O LIKE TO 
TALK TO TOUf 


AND I WATCHED HIS GROCERY ORDERS COME FROM 
STORES THAT DIDN'T MIND DEALING WITH HIS KIND.. 























. And that night; i watched from my wirqow 
AS HENRY WILLIAMS CAME HOME WITH HIS BEVEN- 
ANCE PAY IR HIS POCKET AHO HO JOB TO GOTO 
THE NEKT 0AY ' , rnl^i in'ir 


‘I WATCHEO FOR THE 'FOR BALE BIGH, BUT RORE APPEARED. 
ORE PAY, I HEARD THE GROCERY DELIV ERY MW WARN HENR Y.' 
'' you PAY UP WHAT YOU OWE, MR.'~Nf YOU'LL SET YOUR''\ 
WILLIAMS,ARO I'LL BRINS YDUR \ MOREY f I SWEAR 
ORDERS UNTIL THEN. ROT ONE / it' just as sooh 
Ty MORE CENT CREDIT f AS z L A no a JDBf / 


After sarah oieo.i watcheo them carry the wicker 
OUT TO THE WAITING HEARSE I NEARO THE PITIFUL SO«- 
BIRG OF HENRY'S KIO. AND I FELT RO COMPASSION.. 

--^ HE'LL HAVE TO SELL, NOW... 


Another sarah MRS williams gotsick, 
ANO HERRY WENT TO THE BANK TO SORROW MOREY 
SO SHE COULO HAVE PROPER MEOICAL CARE. ONLY 
I’O SPOKER TO MR. WALTERS AT THE BARK. I'O 
WARREO HIM.. ' _ 

/SORRY, MR WILLIAMS. 'rtXj'FE'Vl UNDER^\ 
HOT k VERY GO 00 CREDIT RISK, [ STAND, MR. J 
ll'O LINE TO HELP YOU, ORLY X WALTERS f J 


But hehry still oion't sellhe 
SENT HIB KIO OFF TO UVE WITH 
RELATIVES ANO LOCKEO HIMSELP 
UP IN HIS HOUSE... 

THE STUBBORN Q***/' £ 


So TONIGHT,EARLIER, I PUT THE 
CROSS ON HENRY'S LAWN, AND UT 
IT. . WATCHEO IT FLARE UP... 


I SAW HENRY'S FACE AT THE WIN¬ 
DOW STORING OUT AT THE OARCING 
FLAMESfCAN YOU IMAGINE?/ EVER 
THOUGH HE HAD NEBRO BLOOD IR 
HIS VEINS, HIS FACE WAS ASHEN 
WHITE... 
















there's ho such mm as 

NE~ROML000, SID. ALL HUMAN 
MJDOD IS THE SAME whether 
IT If THE BLOOD OF AN ORIENTAL, 

OR AH AFRICAN, OR AN EURO) 'FAN. 
EXCEPT F0.< ONE MEDICAL DIF¬ 
FERENCE.. THE 5 IDOD TYRE. 

II it WHITF NFSIO MONROE ALL 



'1 CHECKED THE FATHER'S JLOOD, OUT IT WAS THE 
WRONG TYRE THEN I CHECKED THZM OTHE/'S . ' 


‘I EMEMjE,. ONCE,WHEN I FIRBT STARTED FRACTI¬ 
ON* MEDICINE,! WAS CALLED OUT TO A FARM. THE 
PARMER'S LITTLE BOY HAD BEEN SADLY HURT BY 
A THRESHER, he'd ALMOST SEVERED HIS ARM. 

BY THE TIME I S OT TH E.IE ' - - - 

f HE'S LOST A WTOF^ThEREY T'LL 'S** 
\ALOODf HE NEEDS 11 GIVE IT TO HIM.. JM| 


f NE/THERofyQKi have the It! ?HT I GEORGE 7 

BLOOD TYRE. MINE isn't right; J COME IN \ 
EITHER. AND IF YOUR BCf .^k. NEREf J 
DOESN'T BETA TRANS- 

FILIOH FAST he'll DIE... 



GeORRE'S BLOOD was the JAME TYRE as the 

BOY'S.. _ 

F^EORSEf will YOU DO 
IT? WILL YOU WE MY 
.J)On the BLOOD he 

^■NEEDS? W% 


Georbe wab the farmer's hired hand, he WAS a 
HUGE MAM.. STRONB AND MUSCULAft. J EORtE WAS 
A NEB NO... _ 

(CHECK HIS TYRE? 


HE'LL DIE IF YOU 
DON'T. GEORGE. 
RLE ASF.. , 


.TOLL UP YOUR 
SLEEVE, 























The other half of the crosi-a** 

DROP FED TO THE GROUND, STIRRING 
UP LITTLE FLAKES OF ASH... 


ROLL UF YOUR 
SLEEVEf > 


LOOK, DOC... 
1_ OH, WELL M 


f'ooM'ry 

,REACH\ 
TO HE 
fc DOC. I 


THE NEGRO SAVED THE] 

BOY'S L/FE, SID. HE / 
SAVE THE IOY OVER A 1 
.QUART OF BLOOD fA 



The tall man with the grim face rolled up his 

SLEEVE. OLD DOC FALK TOOK HIS ARM AND LED HIM 
TO THE STREET LAMP , 


The country coroner pointed to the thin white 

LINE CIRCLING SID'S MUSCU LAR FOREARM.■■ _ 

THAT'S THE SCAR THE J „•/ Iff THEN 
THRESHING MACHINE THE BOY... 

LEFT ON YD UR ARM, SID, r -" 

WHEN YOU ALMOST SEVERED teSrzT-Tl/ U 
IT OVER TWENTY-FIVE TEARs£gjMjF^jmm 

abo. ■Tfnni 


YOU/*' 


1 PRETTY GOOD JOB, 
EVEN IF I DO SAY SO 
MYSELF / 



Thecowqne* shook HIS head and WALKED AWAY. SIO 
JUST STOOD THERE, THE TEARS STREAMING DOWN HIS 
CHEEKS.. ■ 


YOU WERE THAT SOY, SID.' JEOROE‘3 
BLOOD SAVED YOUR LIFE. 'NEGRO 
BLOOD', , UMPED INTO YOUR VEINS, ^ 
SNATCHED YOU FROM THE JAWS OF M 
— -- DEATH/ , 


AMD ON THE SINGED LAWN, THE CHAH.IED UP3ISHT, THE 
REMAINS OF THE KJ.iNED CROSS, COLLAPS ED INT O A 
ILE OF ASH AND CARSON . 73* B?.?. 




























TnE PSYCHIATRIST'S OFFICE WAS OINLY LIT ANO THE TRAFRC NOISES OUT9IOE WERE ALMOST INAU013LE, JOEY 
LAY ON THE SOFT LEATHER COUCN TREM3UNG, NI5 VOICE ONLY A HOARSE WHISPER. THE PSYCHIATRIST SAT 8 ESIDE 


' I'LL DO MY BEST, MR. BERK SANT 
MOW, RELAX AMO TRY TO REMEM¬ 
BER WNEM ALL, ALL THIS 
STARTED WHEN mo YOU FIRST 
NOTICE THESE THESE > 

IK-. _ CHANGES? Atlf 


I.. .1 GOT ME A 6UN, OOC. I COULOH'T STAND IT 
ANY MORE. I WAS GOING TO KILL MYSELF, ANO , 
THEN I FIGUREO MAY3E YOU COULO HELP ME. / 
MAYBE YOU COULO CHANGE ME BACK TO THE If ; 
I. WAY I MAS MAKE ME NORMAL AGAIN,' 




Joey serksant,number one contender fowthe 

, 3I6HEH HE LAY SACK 


Yeah, ooc. manhy died. I KILLED HIM. it was in toe 
EWHTH ROUND. I’D SEEN LANCING MY LEFT JAB PRETTY 
GLASSY-EYED AND 
WITH A 























LOAD/ 


is DEAD' 



And that's when manny's wife came into the 
DRESSING COM, SHE WAS WHITE AS A GHOST AND HER 
EYES WERE FILLED WITH TEARS. SHE JUST STARED AT 

ME ./ „ _ —^ -- 

'YOU YOU DIDN'T HAVE TO vT MRS WILLIAMS?! 
KILL HIM? YOU SAW HE WAS la I... 

OUT ON HIS FEET, YOU 

DIDN'T HAVE TO •" 

HIM SO HARD. j-—\ 


TTkUNbENERf WOMSTENf 


MRS~ WILLIAMS? ’ 

I... I .OH, FOR 

SCO'S SANE, 
NICKY? SET HEN 
OUT OF HE/E / 


YOU'RE NOTHING TUT A TW/STED 1 

usiy sl ooo-THiftsrr sEAsrn 

TWISTED HE AST THAT'S WHAn 
k YOU ANEf SOS. 



‘They DRAGGED HER OUT, AND I COULD HEAR HER 
ANGUISHED VOICE SHRIEKIIM AT ME AS THEY TOOK 
HER DOWN THE HALL../ 


I couldn’t 3LEE! j THATNISHT DOC? X KEiT SEEING 
MANNY'S GLASSY EYES STARIHS AT ME . AND I KEPT 
HEARING HIS WIFE'S VOICE SCREAMING .' 


HIDEOUS TWISTED NUNl 

, user sEAsrf killed ‘ 
^^K/LLENf 


f ho* NO/ oh,sod, r dcn't 
HE AH IT' IT WAS AN ACCIDENT/ 
IT WAS AM...SO*... ACCIDENT... SOS 


OH, LORO 
































It WAS THE HEXT MOJNIN WHEN I OT UP THAT 
I FIRST NOTICED MY HANDS. THEY'D CHANGED 
DUPING THE NIGHT. THEY'D CONTORTED AND 
SHRIVELED AND GROWN USLV and TWISTED . ' 


SOOD LORDf what, 
what's HAPPENING 
TO ME f 



When i went down to the gym that afternoon, i 
HANDS HIDDEN...STUFFED IN MY SOCKETS. I 

ANYBODY ELSE TO SEE HOW HIDEOUS THEYtl 



All nwht i tossed and turned., feeling my¬ 
self GHANN/N7.. .feeling uySOPT.. .UN FACE- 
Gh OWING MORE AND MORE HIDEOUS Viren each 
PASSING NIGHT MOMENT ' 



In the mornikw.when i sotup, r carefully avoided 
THE MIRRORS AROUND MY PLACE. I DIDN'T WANT TO 
SEE THE HIDEOUS MALFORMED MONSTER I'D CHANGED 
INTO. 1 GOT SOME SHEETS AND COVERED THEM...' 






































YES, THIS is DOCTOR 


YOU, DOC? IT'S...IT'S VERY 
IMPORTANT. ITS.. . A 
MATTER OF UFE AND 
•jwv DEATHf art| 


X DON'T?/ OUT MY 
HANDS... LOON AX 
THEM? THEY'RE HOLT. 
MISSHAPEN. .. AND . 
MY FEET.. jC~ 


I FOUND THE SUN IN A ROSEAU DRAWER- IT WAS LOADED. I 
WAS COIN# TO KILLMYSELF.DOC. I FELT IT WAS THE ONLY 
WAY OUT. AND THEN I THOUGHT OF YOU. X THOUGHTYOU 
COULD HELF ME. SO I CALLED.. . ' 


/ AUT THATs 

JUJT IT, MR. 

BERKSANT? 

YO U DON'T ' 
LOOK LIKE 
THAT AT ALL? i 


50 THAT'S MY STORY, DOC. NOW YOU 
KNOW WHY X LOOK LIKE THIS - 
HIDEOUS.. .MISSHAPEN... JZ 
A TWISTED MOHS TER/ rMM 


r YOU'RE WRONB, MR. 
BE.ikSaht. you're PER¬ 
FECTLY NORM AL-10OK- 
!N$F THERE AHf.NO 
DISTORTIONS in YOUR 
BODY .YOUR FACE ... 


THE DISTORTIONS ARE IN YOUn MIND/ 
you THINK YOU AriE PHYSICALLYMAL- / MEAN 
FORMED BECAUSE YOU ARE SUFFERING / WHENSHE 
FROM A PU/L T- COM PL EK CON H ECTE D / CALLED ME 
with MR. WILLIAMS' DEATH AW His / A 'TWISTED 
WIFE'S ACCUSATIONS... w ^A UUY 

BEAST'...?. 


f EKACTLY/ YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS Y then I'M 
M/ND, FRAUGHT WITH BU/LTYFEEL- { NOT. IEALLY 
INtS, ACCEPTED HER angry UPLY. . . 

DESCRIPTION OF YOU AND HAS J—f HIDEOUS? 

MADE YOUR CONSCIOUS MIND /~\ I HAVEN'T 
--- BELIEVE IT f — V CHAMPED ? 


I STAYED IN ALLTHAT DAY AND THE NEXT,ALONE, 
NOT EVEN ANSWERING THE TELEPHONE WHEN IT 
RAN*. AND AS THE HOUSS PASSED, AND I KNEW 
X WAS JIECOMINu MOIRE AND MORE MISSHAPEN 
AND HORRIBLE, I SREW PANICKY- 





























YOU HAVEN'T CHANGED, Y 

MR rerksant/ you're e 
STILL A PHYSICAL / r 
SPECIMEN. COMEf > 
LET ME PROVE IT TO YOU/ 
there's a FULL-LENmTH 
MIRROR (N the NEXT V 
ROOM... AI 


ALL RIRHTf SUIT f 
YOUPSELFf i won't ) 
FORCE YOU TO look'I 
•UT IT'S THE ONLY /f 
WAY TO SETTLE / f 
l YOUR MIND' 


3UT.MR. JERKS ANT//1 RELIEVE 

SURELY YOU / YOU, DOC. 
RELIEVE WHAT f RUT .WELL.. 
L I SAY' 


L.. I'M 
AFRAlOf 










































.AND STEPPED INFHONTOFTHE JpEY STAREO- 


DOCf THE D 
h LIED' 


* SEE, JOEY* JUST UKE 
the DOC SAIDf HEK- 
FECTLY NOAM -... J 


KICK that subconscious 
0 QUAKE IK THE KISSEHf 



The policeman stood before the flowin* surface of the 
M 1HR0fi.0RlMACIH0 DOWN AT THE LIFELESS »ODY ON THE SIDEWALK. 


The STOREKEEPER SHOOK HIS 
HEAD. . . 


{ BUSINESS is BADEHOU1H/ J 

r EVEN SOUGHT THAT THICK 
H/HHOH FROM an AMUSEMENT 
HAKK TO ATTN ACT ATTENTION. 
h AND NOW, THIS... 


WHAT HAPPENED? 


y I DON'T KNOW, OFFICER. 

ONE MINUTE HE IS WALKING 
BY MY STOKE, the NEXT a 
MINUTE. HE 13 DEAD/ 



































Harry rolled hi* t-shirt over h« head and 

3TEPPEDOUTOF HIS DUNGAREES.. 


Harry cowered aqainst tne rough concrete pillar 
TN AT SUPPORTED TNE WEATHER-BEATEN BOARDS DVER- 
NEAD,SUCKING IN THE WARN SUMNER AIR IN GREAT GULPS, 
TRYING TO CATCN NIS EREATN. TNEY WERE AFTER HIM. SOON 
THEY'D BE SEARCHING DOWN NERE, DOWN IN THE DAMP SAND 
GENEATN TNE BOARDWALK... SE ARCHING FON TNE KILLER. 
NARRY LOOKED AROUND WILDLY WHERETO HIDE? WNERE 
TO RUN? AND THEN HE SAW THE SHIMMERING MASS OF 
ALMOST NAKED HUMANIJ]Uiilt!LJAitMBtLlMijMNjgMAgi^ 


i'll au.rr ny clothes HERE 
AND COME SACK FOR THEM 
Sgif LATCH... 1 - 


' sure' they'll be looking for a guy 
1 IN A T-SHIRT AND DUNGAREES. IF I 
WERE OUT IN THAT CROWD IN A 

GA THING SUIT THEY’D NEVER 
Mf FIND ME... 


Harry xicxeo off his shoes and tugged off 
NIS SOCKS. TNEN NE KNELT AND SCOOPED A NOU 
IN THE DAMP COOL SAND... 

^ LUCKY THINO I WORE MY TRUNK G 
L UNDER MY BLUE JEANS .. -J—] 
















Harry grinned. he hckeo an open wot; between the 

LAWHINB, PERSPIRING vOUPS OF BATHING-SUIT-CLAD PEOPLE 
AND SAT DOWN YES. HE WAS FREE OF CON*. SHE WAIN'T 
JOINS TO TIE HU* DOWN. •‘HE WASN'T SOIN* TO FORCE HIM 
INTO A SHOT-SUNMARR/A9E. COHA was DEAD. . 


* WOMEN/ they're ALL THE SAME EVERYTH!HI'S 
■ HOST.. .ALL FUN... ANO THEN THEY START TRYING TO.3 
^ SR AS ON AND HOLD.. . THEM THEY START TALKING ) 
MA.! MATE .. ■~2g*§3S s V~'-- 


X*£ZZ,CORA. I'M NID OF YOU. 

■ VuFREE AGAIN. AND NEXT jt 
TIME I won't MAKE SUCH A 
STUPID MISTAKE. I won't 
iGET MYSELF INTO THAT KINO - 
r OF A JAM AGAIN . . *T JTX i-' 


Harry thought about cora. how they’o met. 
HOW HE'O TAKEN HER OUT .. THE 0000 TIMES THEYO. 
HAO TOGETHER...THE SATURDAY AFTERNOONS.. THE , 
NIGHTS. ANO THEN, HOW CORA'0 STARTED— ^ 


I Yes, cora was just like ALL THE NEST, right away 
[THEY FEEL YOU OWE 'EM SOMETHING. RIGHT AWAY THEY 
FEEL THEY OWN YOU. HARRY REMEMBERED THIS HORNING. 
fHOW CORA’O PHORED HIM... . 


HARRYf I'VE SOT TO j/ OKAY, BABY'^ 

see rou.'/T'S'rfl how about the 
. IMPORTANT'Jf I BEACH? I'LL^ 

rSTSM (V PICK ^UUP' 


Again, the same routine, always 

CLAW INS. ALWAYS TRYING TO 6RAB k 

HOLD, TO TIEOOWN, TO SMOTHER.. 


4 WHEN AREJ 

WE GETTING 
MARRIED, 

1 HARRY? J 


’~1T0LD YOU, BABYT] 

NOT FOR A WHILE. 
WHEN rVE MAOE . y 


r YOU' VE SOT TO 

k MARRY ME, -A 
HARRY' RISHT 
NOW f TODAY* 


JLCOME INSIDE. 
HARRY.' I WANT TO 
TALK TO you.' yi 


^MARRIED HARRV^ 

OON-T KNOW. NOT/ 
FOR A WHILE, 

AM\%. !p 

If 


ip 



t<L. Vv /, ^ 




































They'd bidden down dn the sus, 
HARDLY TALKINS. DNCE HE'D 8 LANCED 
AT HER AND SEEN HER EVES OVER¬ 
FLOW INS WITH TEARS. ANO HE'D 
QUITTED HIS TEETH ■■ ^ _ 


He'D hmoen his relief as she'd i 

' LOOKED AT HIM, HER FAC E RAUH6 

"^Hohday.twaTY^sure^suree 

MOMMY, FIRST i- now, CHON?J 
v THINS* y LET'S OO TO < 
-- SSACH'J 


And then uhEd TOLD him. and 
HARRY'S 8L0DD HAD FROZE IN HIS 
VEINS. HE'D SEEH TRAPPED. HI8 
MIND HAD WHIRLED. HE'D THOUSHT 
FAST. AHD THEN HE'D CDME UP WITH 

THE AN SWER ^ _.___ 

r~ r SD~Y0U5f/ r «’ T SURE, MONEYf 
YOU'VE SOT TO? J SORE. WE'LL 
YDU*VE JUST GET MARRIED. • 

GOT TO MARRY J but WE CAN'T j 
.ME TODAY? J today f THE ^ 


TRAPPED* CONNED? 
THAT'S WHAT I AM' 

A STUPID FUMBLING , 
IDIOT? AND NOW, . 
I'M CAUGHT? jt" 


The screams and the roar asove had made harry 
LOOK UR INTO THE OAZZLIN* CUNUSKT AT THE SLUR OF 
.THE HURTLIHU ROLLER-COASTER CAR WITH ITS FREH-j 
ZI ED SQUEALING Rjp ERS.-y = ^— 

rSowf THaFsenos CHlLLSViG'MATTER, honey?N 
\ UR MY SRINE, HARRY. X CAN'T ) SCARED YOU'LL SEE 
k STAND ROLLER-COASTERS... A. SOMESOOY FALL? > 


HURDY-GURDY MUSIC HAD ECHOED INTO THE HOT NOON 
AIR TINNY, CHEAr. EVERYTHING WAS CHEAP. 
EVERY THING WAS PHONY. HARRY'o HATED IT ALL. 
f ~NOW, I'LL BELIED DOWN ToTcaUMMY^Q^ffll 
V APARTMENT, PUNCHING A TIME-CLOCK, -SUfflK 
SWEATIN' t'ray BILLS.mu STAYIn' IN | 

, EVERY NIGHT WITH A BAWLIN'BRAT... '/jf' y»l 


Of COURSE/IF CORA WERE DEAD, HE'O BE FREE ASARI. 
FNEE TO RUN WILD AGAIN. AND THIS TIME, HE'O SE 
CAREF UL. HE GRASSED CORA'S HAW).. , 

^C-MON.MV^ fereY^Wry^AO/i Wt\ 
OINt TO TAKE A J WANT TO BO- I DON'T LIKE J 
RIDE. ROLLER-COASTERS. I 1 M ^ 

yaSSsy SCARED. HARRY*PLEASE.. J 


Somebody fell' yeah* him* harry * hev fallen^ 

ALL RI HTf RISHT ON MIS FACE* SMACK INTO TROUBLE 
THAT'S WHAT DAMES WERE' TROUBLE' THIS on E f / 
THIS CORA / HE'O HAVE TO MARRY HER UN LESS | 

1 UNLEA" „ ^ _ r* -^ 


llARRY *WHAT ARE YOU 
^ STAR/MB AT? Y-" 





















The ticket-seller’o brimmed at 
HARRY. FELLEHS WERE ALWAYS 
DRAwOlNft THEIR GIRLS ONTO THE 
ROLLER-COASTER. AND BIRiSWEfiE 
ALWAYS SCl.'EAHINb THEY WERE 
SCARED, jjw taOWE S/0 JA WE - 

HAtJftYT DON'TCO.li" 






Harry remembered hdw „as they’d reached the top 

OF THE INCLIRE.WHER ALL EYES WERE 3TARINS ANEAD IN 
FASCIRATIOR ANO FRIBHT OOWR INTO TNE STEEL RET- 

























...HOW THE CAR HAD FINALLY GLIDED 
TO REST, ARD THE fiOARW* AND j 
• CREAMING HAD MM I DEC, AND 
ONLY HIS VOICE ECHDED LDUD i 
AND CLEAR. ■ 


DEAD* 


SHE FELL OUT' NT 
GIRL FELL OUT/^ 


KCOP. HE DRAG-] 
J3ED HER DN * 
t THAT RIDE. 


' MY GIRL FELL OUT/‘ 
FIND HER/ FIND J 


- DEAD 

.BUDDYf 


■ MO VING TOWARD HIM. 

T^irSAID\^N£ 

1 HE'D FILL ) TOC 


THERE HEjp AFTER HIM'4 

, COES' fChFS A KILLER' 


JIEARD IT' 













HARRY LOOKED UP. SHRILL 

VOICES SMOCKED HIM OUT OF HIS , 
REVERIE. A LAUGH INS 3R0UP OF , 
• IRLS WERE iPREADfNd THEIR i 
BLANKET SE3I0E HIM ... 


He lookeo them over . mmmm. 

NICE STUFF. ANT OTHER TIME, HE'D 
CONCENTRATE ON THAT KIND? SUT 
NOW . HE OLANCEO TOWARO 


COPS WERE THERE, WHERE HE'D 
HIDDEN HIS CLOTHES. THEY HAD HIS 
•SHIRTJ DUNGAREES, AND SHOES IN 
HANDS. THEY WERE SCANNING 


Car REYSf HARRY turned, he eyed the dames. 

THERE WERE FIVE OF THEM, LAUOHIM^,GIGGLING IF 
HE COUL D TIE UR WITH THEN, THEY COULD DRIVE 
HIM HOME ONE OF THEM LOOKED HIS WAY AND HE 






































The surf lapped AT HIWANKLES. 
HAnrsr shivered. he titied to 
EXPLAIN .. BUT THEY ONLY 
LAUGHED,TIGHTENING THEIR HOLD*, 
SQUEALING, SH WIEKING... — 

i'X..X TO TTittPUSH^MMy 'UU^l 

you theTj«/7W-]suE7 he i sV* e *7 

\xaufrsww.hn^ ALL ^ ( 

}»-r GIRLS. ✓ (/ KMU3CLES!)) 


Theygramed him ■this arms, 

HIS SMOULDERS, HIS WRIST*. THEY 
TUGGED AND 'USHED and pulled 
HIM DOWN TO THE WATER .. 


"''ftEALLT, 


I CAN'T SWIM'JfC'MON, 
ISWEAN/T' ^JOHNNY' 
DON'T' ALT AST'S* f£ A “ 
Jk-*-At 


Back on the beach, sy the jirl's blanket, five 


WALT' DON’T 
. LEAVE ME' 


^ I CAN'T SWLmT' 

TAKE ME ACKf 


LOOK. 

KLDSf 


r OKAY, MUSCLE■ 
■MAN' let's see 
YOU DO YOUR •y-' 
STUFF, y 


’And'they never even turned around to see the m 

WATER POURING INTO HARRY'S MOUTH, HIS STOMACH,HIS 1 
‘LUNSS. THEY NEVER EVEN SAW HIM 00 DOWN FOR THE , \ 
LAST TIME- Q ■> 


The 6IRLI STRUCK OFF FOR SHORE, WAVIN* AT 

THEIR DATES, LAUGHING .SQUEALING,NEVER HEAL¬ 
ING MAURY'S ANGUISHED CRIES AS HE THRASHED 
























